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Teai Hergfm. .. Tﬁﬁwﬁ Tiéw

T sau Hoi Nghi Trudéng Costa Mesa ndm 1983 cho dén hém nay, trdi
qua 31 ndm, Anh Chi Em Hudng Dao géc Viét chiing ta da cing nhau to
chitc 11 lan hop mdt cé quy tu doan sinh tix khdp moi noi trong dé cé 9 lan
la trai hop ban mang tén Thdng Tién, ngodi ra 2 lan danh cho trai va hdi
nghi Truéng ky niém Phong trao Hudng Pao Viét Nam dugc khdi xuong qua
70 va 80 ndm ( chua ké mot ky té chitc truée Hoi Nghi Costa Mesa vao ndm
1980 ky niém 50 ndm Phong trao Hudng Pao Viét Nam).

Nhin chung cdc ky té chitc trai Thdng Tién, khéi thity ddu tién tai
Phdp vao nam 1985, trong 4 lan t6 chiic ké tiép, Hoa Ky la noi ¢6 nhiéu don
vi va Hudng dao sinh géc Viét sinh hoat nhdt duoc t6 chitc lan thit 3.

Ké tir Thing Tién VI dén nay, 4 ky trai lién tuc da dugc chiing ta thuc
hién va t6 chitc tai Hoa Ky, con s& trai sinh méi ky trai khdng ngitng ting
theo thoi gian t6 chiic trai, néu nhin ngugc tré lai 5 ky trai trudc Thdng Tién
VI, lan té chitc tai Hoa Ky van chiém sé trai sinh tham du dong ddo nhat.

Muc tiéu t6 chitc trai Hop Ban ciia chiing ta nhdm tao co hdi cho cdc
em Huong Dao Sinh cé dip tham du va cung sinh hoat vdi cdc em khdc don
vi, khdc cdch sinh hoat theo ting quéc gia tam cu, khdc nhitng tdp tuc khi
lon lén ¢ xit Nguoi.

Mia hé ndm nay, mét lan nita Hoa Ky la noi dén nhdn Anh Chi Em
Huéng dao gbc Viét khdp noi trén thé gidi cung nhau hop mdt sinh hoat va
chiing ta ciing sé cung nhau thdo ludn cho ky trai ké tiép sé duoc té chitc noi
nao trén luc dia nay, sau 5 ldn tai Hoa ky , ¢6 dén lugt nén to chiic tai mot
quoc gia khdc véi mot mo thikc hoan toan do ACE tai dia phuong dam trdch,
hay moé thitc nhw hién nay dugc trao cho ACE tai noi khdc nhdn trdch nhiém
vdi dai dién ACE tai dia phuong ddng cai? nhung néu chiing ta déong y té
chitc noi nao do ngoai Hoa Ky liéu cdac em Hudng Pao Sinh tai Hoa Ky co
co hoi tham du mot ky trai nhd doi véi 4 nam cho doi va muc dich t6 chitc
trai Hop Ban cé diing theo sw suy nghi ciia moi nguoi ? Hay dé la dieu mo
udc va ky vong ciia moi nguoi dugc nhin thdy noi té chitc dugc ludn chuyén
khdlp moi noi?




Tap Ghi Phu Huynh ...

Cam nghi khi con dugc Tuyén Hia
Mé&n gdi dén cdc huynh trudng

Khi dudc ngudi ban gidi thiéu vé Lién doan Chi
Linh , Thanh thdy ban phu huynh rit nhiét tinh
gitip d& va vui tinh hoa ddng va thdy cdc em sinh
hoat rat vui va 1& phép, c6 trat ty ludt1&. Cho nén
Thanh da quyét tim cho chdu Deanna tham gia
vao Huéng Pao. Thi nhat 1a dé rén luyén ban
than, thtt hai 12 hoc hdi nhitng diéu 6t d€ c6 thé
gitp ich cho xa hoi sau nay.

C6 1& vi ban than ctia Thanh lic trude khdong biét
Huéng Pao 1a gi nén da bd 16 c¢d hoi cho dita con
diu tién. B4t ky cha me nao ciing mudn con cdi
minh tr§ 1€n hitu dung va ngoan, nhung Thanh da
lam mAat di mdt co hoi. Tuy 1a tré khi dua bé
Deanna (12 tudi) d¢a con thit hai ciia Thanh sinh
hoat Huéng Pao. Chao di, chic 1a khé khiin lim
day nhung Thanh d3 c& gidng thuyét phuc va ti€p
tuc gitip d& chdu di d&€n ndi dén chon.

Tudn tht nhat Thanh héi chdu, con thiy sao?
Chédu néi “ok”. Tuan thd hai chau néi “ok, ok”™.
Tuin thif ba chdu héi mua déng phuc chua? Khi
théfy chdu thich thi Thanh méi thd nhe, vira réi di
cdm trai, lic d&€n trai Thanh quan st chdu thi thdy
ngac nhién sao ma gidi qud dyng 1éu mdt minh
sau d6 cdc ban cung nhau phu giip. Sdng hom
sau khong thid'y chdu dau thi ra chdu dang hoc on
bai d€ khdo sat.

LAn cim trai ndy ciing 12 ngay chdu tuyén hita
nén chau phong phoc lo sg. Chdu lién chay lai
mit rung rung 1& va héi Thanh, néu con khong
dudc me c6 budn khong? Thanh néi con ctf ¢d
gidng hét stc cho du k&t qlia ra sao me ciing vui vi
con dd lam rat tot rdi. Chdu néi c6 mdt sd ban
khong may thich chdu, ¢t phién chdu khi chdu hoc
bai cho nén chdu sg khong dugc nén chdu khéc
Thanh néi khong sao con ¢t c6 géng di.
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G nha Thanh dd nhdn ra con minh da I t gidp
lam nhitng viéc nha phu me khdng nhiéu nhung c6
gidp 12 Thanh vui r6i, vd chdu di vui hon lic
tride, khong con 14m 1i nhu banh mi hdi chuyén
thi nhin mit khong mudn trd 16i, dén nay, thinh
thodng vin con c6 lic khé chiu hy vong thdi gian
sé thay ddi chad vay. Tém lai chdu ciing da
ngoan hon nhiéu rdi.

Lic Deanna méi vao Hudng Pao, Thanh that sy
khong bi€t con gdi minh c6 thich khong va trong
sinh hoat nhu th€ nay sé day dudc gi cho con ,
nhung sau 2 tuin thi cdm thdy su Iya chon clia
minh 13 ding, vi Deanna c6 thé hoc hdi rat nhiéu
tir anh chi huynh trudng va cdc Son Ca khac , bdy
gid c6 bé b6t mic cd va biét hoc cdch ty 1ap. Hy
vong 13 chdu 4y s& c¢di m3 va vui vé hon, diéu ma
Thanh mudn thdy 12 Deanna hoat bdt, bi€t chao
héi 1& phép hi€u thio vdi bic trén, va ludn thong
cdm va gitp d& nhitng ngudi 16n tudi va moi ngudi
ba't cif lic nao.

Va khi thdy Deanna dudc Tuyén Hita qua Luat va
Loi Hia ( The Girls Scout Laws and Oaths) cdm
gidc thidt cdm dong gidng nhu chinh minh da thi
dugc, mot cam gidc that 1a ky di€u ma chi nhitng
bic sinh thanh mdi cdm nhin dudgc, thanh thit
cam on sy day bdo cia cic Huynh Truéng. Mong
ring cdc Huynh Trudng ti€p tuc huéng din cdc em
va dong vién cdc em lam tSt hon nita.

Théan chao

(Thanh) Diana Hué Nguyén




Nhiat Ky Lién Poan:

Trai HL PT/DPP :

Vao cudi tuan 1é cudi thdng 4, Lién Thiéu da té
chitc tragi Hudn luyén Doi Trudng/ Dji Phé, ky
trai ndm nay, chi ¢6 Nganh Thiéu t6 chite, Thanh
doan co chuong trinh khdc nén khong ciung tham
du.

Chuong Trinh Giy Quy cia Thanh Poan:

Pé tdp cho cdc em c6 ké hoach cho cdc chuong

trinh sinh hoat, Thanh doan Lé Lai da thiuc hién

cdc chuong trinh gay quy cho Thanh doan cia

minh nham gilp ccal em co ngdn quy tham dy

cdc ky trai lon sdp téi nhu Thing Tién X tai Hou-

ston Texas vao mua he, trai Super Camp Nganh

Thanh do Ving 4 ciia BSA t6 chitc vao dip Lé

Lao Bong tdi :

Chutong trinh gdy quy gém co :

1. Garage Sale : thyc hién 2 cudi tuin 3-
4/5/2014 va 10/5/2014

2. Rita Xe : vao chii nhdt 18/5/2014 vdi su tr¢o
giip cua phu huynh Lién doan, cdc em da
thitc hién rdt hiéu qud coéng tdc nay.

3. Thu Giay Dép : chuong trinh nay kéo dai khd
lau vdn chua hoan tdt, s6 luong du tric la 45
tiii lon dé cé thé giao cho co s thu mua, hién
chi con 5 tii nita sé dii 56 lugng.
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Gay quy TTX cta Lién Poan:

1. Com Pdu thdng : Ban Phy Huynh da tich cuc
déng gop trong viéc thic hién com dau thdng
khi c6 budi hop hang thdng ciia ban phu
huynh dé giiip thém ngdn khodn tao diéu kién
cho cac2 em Hudng Dao Sinh Lién doan co
co héi tham du trai Hop Ban Hudng Pao Géc
Viét Thing Tién X tai Houston , Texas vao
mua he ndm nay, két qud ciia thdng 4 thu
dugc $601.00, thdng 5 thu dugc $634.00 .

2. Phiéu Chg : Sau lan déng gop tién loi Phiéu
cho la $1000.00 cho ldn trudc tinh tiv thdng
1172013 dén nay, lan tong két dé giip quy
Thing Tién ciia Lién doan thu dugc

Chuong Trinh Pdng Thit cho N :

Sdng Chii Nhat ddu thang 5, cdc Trudng Alina va

Christine da c6 budi thuyét trinh vé chuong trinh

ddng thit danh cho cdc em nit Huéng Pao do la

Silver va Gold Award .

Hai Trudng da trinh bay tién trinh thic hién va

su tré giiip ciia Trudng va phu huynh dé cdc em

c6 thé hiéu ré hon cdc budc nham dat dugc ding
thit cho minh




Motherday :
Chii nhdt ngay 11 thdng 5 la ngay Lé Me, trong
khi ban phu huynh t6 chitc Potluck, cdc em vin
sinh hoat binh, tuy nhién, ndm nay, ngoai cdc em
Au thite hién thiép moi Me, cdc em Thiéu va Kha-
Thanh ciing da thyc hién cdc thiép, hoa bding
gidy dé t6 long kinh Me

Trai Lién Doadn :

Theo chuwong trinh moi ndm, vao dip Lé Chién St
Trdn Vong, Lién doan thuong té chiic trai kéo dai
3 ngay tir thit sdu dén thit 2 mdi vé, vi ngay Lé
nay luén duoc an dinh vao ngay thit 2 cudi ciung
cua thdng 5. Nam nay, Lién doan xit dung dat
trai El-Dorado cho ky trai, noi nay lai khong
dugc phép cdm trai vao t6i chii nhdt, nén ky trai
ndm nay s€ ngdn hon moi ndm.

Pdc diém trong ky trai nay :

- Mot Truong tuyén loi hita : Tr. Ting Wang, 16
em Au : Elvin Nguyen, Brian Nguyen, Ken Ho,
Andrew, Brian Tran, Steven Le, Andrew Tong,
Grace Nguyen, Michelle, Kayleena, Khoa Ngu-
ven Dinh, Emmy, Jasmyne Le, Jennifer Le, Aaron
Du, Megan Tong .

- A

7 em Thiéu Dominic Le, Dennis Pham, Flona
Nguyen, Quinnie Nguyen, Hillary Tran, Celeste
Nguyen va Deanna Vu va 4 em Kha Thanh :
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Trang Lé, Vicky Nguyén, William Nguyén, Anh-
Thy Hoang va Hana Tran.

- Té chitc moét 16p CPR va First Aid cho cdc em
Kha Thanh, Truong va Phy Huynh

5 T,

Gidi Thudng Khich Lé :

Chiéu ngay thit bdy 7/6/2014, c6 tdt cd 16 Thanh
Thiéu Nit thuoc Lién doan Chi Linh dd nhdn
dugc khich 1¢ cia Hoi Nit Huong Pao Hoa Ky
qua Chdu Orange County tham du mot budi xem
phim mién phi tai rap do viéc déng gép tich cuc
qua cong cudc bdan bdanh ( Girl Scout Cookie)
gdy quy cia Hoi.

Hang ndm cdc em da cing cdc Thanh Thiéu Nit
ciia Hoi gy quy rdt I6n, dong thoi cing tw gdy
quy cho chinh bdn thdn va hoc héi cdch thic
giao tiép .




Tm%HoMKﬁérNﬁ:

Lién Poan Vin Lang 10 nam thanh lap :

Ngay thit 7, 3 thdng 5, 2014, Lién doan Vdn Lang thudc
Mién Tay Nam Hoa Ky da té chitc ky niém 10 ndm ngay
thanh ldp Lién doan, cdc Lién doan da cw dai dién tham
du trong doé cé Gia DPinh Bdch Hop Nam Cali va Lién
doan Chi Linh

Lien Poan Gia Pinh 10 nam thanh lap :

Ngay thit 7, 3 thdng 5, 2014, Lién doan Gia Pinh thudc
Mién Pong Hoa Ky da t6 chicc ky niém 10 ndm ngay
thanh ldp Lién doan,
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Gia Pinh Bach Hgp Nam Cali :

Ngay chii nhdt, 4 thdng 5, 2014, Tr. Pinh Hong Phong
da té chic tai tw gia cudc hop mdt ciia Gia Pinh Bdch
Hop Nam Cali, nhdn budi hop mdt nay, cdc thanh vién
ciia Gia Pinh dong nién liém sinh hoat va ban thdo
nhitng vén dé lién quan dén Thdng Tién X va Hudéng Pao
Trudng Nién.

Cdc Trudng thuong xuyén hop mdt trong tinh Huynh D¢
Ty Mujn
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Huy Hiéu Rung :
Tinh dén ngay 13/5/2014, c¢6 15 khéa sinh Khéa
Huy Hiéu Rirng Tung Nguyén VII da hoan tat dy

dn ( Tickets) ciia minh, dang cho thu xép ngay ,
gio va dia diém dé nhan GO

Puoc biét sé cé budi 1é nhdn G& sé to chitc liic
hoi ngé Huy Hiéu Rimg tai Trai Thang Tién X
vao ngay 30 thdang 6, 2014 lic 3 gio 30

Trdang Doan Nguyén Trdi :

Vao mita hé ndm nay, tai Thdng Tién X sé c¢é cudc
hop mdt ciia Anh Chi Em trdang doan Nguyén Trdi ky
niém 12 ndam thanh 1dp, chiwong trinh hop mdt tai léu
Nguyén Trdi bén canh Ban Bdo Chi Trai lic 12 gio
trua ngay thit bdy 28/6/2014, cdc thanh vién ciia
Trdng Poan tham dy déu cé huy hiéu ky niém va ddc
san ciia Trdng Doan, dong thoi ghi danh x6 sé ngay
tai chd, riéng than hitu ciia Trdng doan cé thé ghi
danh va x6 s6 ngay thit tw 2/7/2014, qua thudng néu

khéng c¢é mdt nhan, Trdng doan sé giti dén tdn nha.




Thdng Tién X :

Chi con hon 2 tudn nita la khai mac trai Thdng Tién X
noi sé cé khodng 1700 trai sinh ghi danh tham dy, bdn
tin s6' 5 cia Trai ciing da phdt hanh trong dé da cdp
nhdt tin tiic gip trai sinh chudn bi hanh trang vé hop
mdt, xin vao trang nha cua trai theo doi nhitng tin cdp
nhdt : www.thangtienl0.net

Ngodi ra, cé nhitng diéu can thiét xin luu ¥ dén cdc don
vi:

- Tiéu Trai Thié¢u : thong bdo dén cdc Trudng cla
cdc don vi Thi€u tham gia TT10 mdt vai tin tifc cAn
thiét

1. Trudng trong coi don vi: Ludn ludn theo sat cac
em Thi¢u Sinh ctia minh tai trai. Vi cdc don vi dugc
phan chia cim trai theo don vi Lién Poan nén ban
diéu hanh trai Thi€u s& khong thé chiu trich nhiém
trong tit cd sinh hoat clia cdc em. Tuy theo kha
ning, Trudng don vi phai nhan it nhat mdt trach
nhi¢m d€ ciing gitip cdc Thi€u Sinh clia minh trong
trd choi 16n va cdc sinh hoat chung v6i ban diéu
hanh nganh Thi€u.

2. Thi€u Sinh : Phii dugc huéng din va theo doi
bGi cdc Trudng don vi clia minh trong tit ci cdc
sinh hoat tai trai, k€ cd trong cdc trd choi va khi
sinh hoat chung. Ban di€u hanh trai nganh Thi€u sé&
khong chiu trach nhiém néu cidc em Thi€u Sinh bi
that lac hodc thuong tich vi bat ctt 1y do gi.

3. Trudng hop khin cdp : Trong t't ci cdc trudng
hdp khdn cdp lién quan dén y t&€ va sic khde cd
nhin va chuyén gia dinh clia cdc em trong sudt cdc
ngay trai, truéng trong coi don vi phai hoan toan
chiu trach nhiém.

4. Vin nghé Ira trai : Cdc em Thi€u sinh dugc
chuén bi va sinh hoat theo don vi Thi€u clia minh
va theo chudng tinh toan trai.

5. Ti€ng Viét : Luén dudc khuyé&n khich trong sudt
thdi gian tai trai.

6. Phu Huynh: Ludn dugc khuyén khich gidp
nganh Thi€u trong cdc sinh hoat d€ gidp dd cic
Trudng nhu : cung cAp nudc, thic in, y t&€, chuyén
chd,v.v...Phdi dugc sy chdp thuin va gidi thiéu clia
don vi trudng dé€n ban quén trai.

7. Chuong trinh sinh hoat nganh Thi€u: Kém theo
va ¢6 thé thay ddi. Mong cdc Thi€u Trudng clia cic
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don vi tham gia TT10 theo doi.

Budi hop mit rit quan trong clia Trudng cdc don vi
Thi€u tai trai: ThiAn mdi cdc don vi Trudng cla tat
cd cdc Thi€u Poan dén tham dy budi hop mit ciing
ban quén trai Thi€u sau gid com trua tht 7 ngay 28
thdng 6 vao lic 2pm tai cOt ¢§ chinh cda trai TT10
dé nhan tin tdc sinh hoat va cdch thidc phan chia
ddi. ( Thoi gian va dia di€m c6 thé thay dbi, tiy
theo nhu ciu cda trai) Pon vi trudng nao khdng dén
tham dy budi hop mit ndy, don vi d6 sé khong
dugc tham duy tro choi 16n va chiu hoan toan
trach nhi¢m trudc don vi, lién doan ctia minh vé su
ving mit nay.

- Cdc Khéa Hudn Luyén tai trai : Danh cho cdc
Truong va phu huynh tham gia giip cdc HDS trong
cdc chuong trinh sinh hoat tai trai :

1. Youth Protection and Camp Code : Thut sdu
6/27/2014 tr 7PM-9PM, thd bay 6/28/2014 tu
IPM dén 3PM tai Grand Lake Dinning Hall
Meeting room

2. BB Gun “ BSA Range Master “ : thd bay
6/28/2014 tir 9AM dén 12 Noon tai BB Range—
Cub Activities Area

3. Archery “ BSA Range Master” thi bay
6/28/2014 tr 1PM dén 4PM tai Archery
Range—Cub Activities Area

- Ngay Merit Badge: Sé c6 2 ngay dé cdc trai sinh

Nam 14y chuyén hiéu :

1. Merit Badge Fair : danh cho tt cd cdc em Thi€u
va Kha sinh thuéc BSA vao ngay thi Bay 28
thdng 6 tir 9AM dén 4 PM, cdc em chon tdi da 2
Eagle Scout requirements, khong qud 4 MB sau
day : Pionneering, Public Speaking, Communi-
cation, Photography, Citizen of the World, Citi-
zen of the Nation, Scouting Heritage, American
Heritage, Fingerprinting. C4c em cin chudn bi
trudc va mang theo : MB pamphlet, MB work-
sheet, MB blue card vdi chit ky ctia Trudng. Céc
em ghi danh véi :

Tr. Jack Metcalfe plpm@ix.netcam.com

phone 713-721-7062, fax 713-721-3969

Tr. Brigitte Therivel : therivel @earthlink.net

Tr. Nguyén Phudc Hodn

hietthanh@yahoo.com

soin-




2. Merit Badge Midway : danh cho cdc em Thi€u vao
ngay thit Tu 2 thang 7 gdbm cdc MB : Salemamship,
Disability Awareness, First Aid, Camping, Medicine,
Riffle Shooting, Shotgun Shooting, Archery, Finger-
printing, Personal Management, Emergency Prepar-
edness. Cac em ghi danh :

Tr. Rosalie Tran : Rosalie. Tran@amegybank.com

Tr. Huong Nguyén : myhuongl @yahoo.com

Tr. Tan Nguyén : tanchiro58@gmail.com hay 714

477 3289.

Tr. Quéc Pinh : quocd70@ hotmail.com hay 714 814
7961

Cdc em phdi dat First Aid trudc khi lay Emergency
Preparedness va cdc em cdn chudn bi trudc va mang
theo : MB pamphlet, MB worksheet, MB blue card vdi
chit ky ciia Truong.

Lich Sinh Hoat :

Thang 6/2014 :

1 Sinh hoat LD, Hop phu huynh
8 Hop Poan

15 Hop Poan, Father Day

22 Picnic Lién doan

26/6-6/7 Thing Tién X (Texas)
Thang 7/2014 :

13 Hop Poan
20 Hop Poan
27 Hop Poan
Thang 8/2014 :

3 Sinh hoat LD, Hop phu huynh
11 Hop Boan

17 Hop Poan

24 Hop Poan
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Tai Chanh Phu Huynh:

Tinh dén ngay 6 /5 /2014

Conlaikytru6c......... . ... $6,306.00

Thu:

Nién liém t phu huynh: . ..... ... $375.00

Chi Thanh ( Phu Huynh ) donation . . $100.00

Téngs6thu.........ccoovuunn.. $475.00

Chi :

Bédotrd BSA(FOS)........ ...... $300.00

Insurance Trailer........ ....... $130.00

Website LD ... ................. $90.00

Tongsdchi...........coooo. .. $520.00

Quyhiéncod.................. $6,261.00

Quy Thdng Tién 10 LD :

Tinh dé&n ngiy 6/10/ 2014

Conlaiky truéc......... .. .$11,980.00

Tién 15i com thang 4 +5 . ... .... $1,235.00

Tién15i Phi€u Chg . ............. $ 1,310.00

TONQUT. s eeereeenneennss $ 14,525.00
7




CREW 299—-MY FAMILY...

For the longest eight months, I have been in Crew
299 and I have been unable to go to camping due
to problems with receiving permission from my
parents. When I learned that I could finally attend
my first camp ever, I was beyond ecstatic! The
problem was that I felt more stressed about camp
than I could enjoy it (at the beginning.)

"This will be your first biggest step into joining
the crew,” Dinh had told me when it came to the
Tuyen Hua. I practiced and practiced, but found
myself constantly stumbling on pronunciations of
Vietnamese words. Stress accumulated between
school and Scouts.

My first day of camp, I realized how much fun
being in Crew 299 is. Connecting with the whole
crew, laughing during the games and feeling good
when [ won with the Hufflepuffs was great. But in
between, I always found myself looking down to-
wards my ten laws again, reciting words and
phrases.

I became more of a nervous wreck when I heard
my other Scout friends recite their laws to Alina.
Their pronunciation was perfect and they sounded
so much more confident than I did. I blanked out.
I felt terrible compared to them.

"We're all in this together, don't forget that!" was
what Vicky told me. I had said the same thing, but
when it comes to speaking, my confidence was
destroyed.

"l have to fight through this. The only person
stopping me is myself. I may stumble on my words
and make mistakes, but I have to do my best," was
what I told myself.
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Midnight came and the Tuyen Hua started. From
the very first station, I found that I didn't know
anything. I studied, but my experience showed me
that I didn't do as well as I could have. I had no
knowledge of my knots, my songs, my scout histo-
ry - I struggled with my Scout laws and oath.
Where have I been putting my effort into, 1
thought to myself?

"Give us what we want from you," Alina asked
me. By the end of it all, I knew what Crew 299
wants from me. It's the same thing as what I want
from myself in Scouting. I want to try harder and
become even more active. I want to be an even
bigger part of the family that Crew 299 has been
for years, that I have been a part of for a couple
months.

I want to become stronger as an individual, more
confident. I want to grow more and help others
grow. I want the crew to know that I wasn't per-
fect and stumbled upon my words, but I'd always
be willing to help people in what I can help with.

The Tuyen Hua process taught me more than how
much knowledge I really have in Scouts (which is
still very little). The Tuyen Hua process taught me
that there's so much I still have to experience in
my life both inside and outside Scouting. It taught
me that I'm not perfect, but there's always going
to be a place that I'm going to be accepted any-
ways because I'll always be part of the family -
Crew 299.

Trang Le




MY FIRST PATROL CAMP IN THIS TROOP

In my seven years of scouting, I have never
learned so much and very effectively in three days.
Having been a patrol leader before, I thought I knew
everything a good leader needs to have, but I was
very wrong. In the three days that I attended the
leadership training camp, I learned to face my fears,
how important singing is to our scouting culture, why
communication is a key factor in a great leader, and
how to observe my patrol members’ strengths and
weaknesses as well as my own. Knowing this now in
addition to my knowledge prior, makes me feel like |
can potentially become a good patrol leader in the
future.

There were three types of groups at camp;
patrol leaders, assistant patrol leaders, and poten-
tials. I was placed in the potentials patrol with Hu-
bert, Nathan, Khang, and my cousin, Bot. We learned
a lot about each other at this camp, and it was awe-
some getting to know them. They learned that I was
afraid of the future, and forgetting important tasks.
We cooked meals with thousand-island sauce, which I
learned that it made our food tastier. Sleeping in the
rain and cold was not a problem, but I felt bad that
Hubert and Nathan got their clothes wet since they
slept on the outside.

I promise that I will pass on what I learned
from camp, whether it be training scouts at meetings
or camps, or giving speeches at school or in public on
how to be leaders. I learned about fears, singing,
effective communication, and strengths and weak-
nesses. Knowing what I am afraid of and sharing it
allowed others to help me to overcome it with person-
al experiences and stories. Singing in Vietnamese is
also very important to Vietnamese scouting. I prac-
ticed singing the Vietnamese anthem more confidently
and loudly. I could hear an improvement a week after

attending this leadership camp. One of the most im-
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portant skills to have in life is effective communica-
tion. I notice now that most of the other scouts are
too attached to speaking by texting or messaging in-
stead of going out to the world and talking to people.
Although there is still room for improvement, I spoke
with a strong voice while I was patrol leader of the
potentials. There is controversy that when people

lead, other people see them as ‘bossy’ or ‘mean’. 1

learned to not care too much about what others say
and lead with confidence. Lastly, every leader should
know everyone of his members well. Knowing your
patrol member’s strengths and weaknesses gives the
leader an understanding on what skill needs improve-
ment. My strength is that I am a good speaker, I am
fit, I know many knots and lashings, and I am always
prepared for the worst. However, my weaknesses are
singing in public, my Vietnamese, being forgetful, and
managing time.

This leadership camp was more special to me
than any other camp because I learned a lot more
about how to be a good leader. I understood and took
to heart the lessons that were being taught. I hope
that one day I could become a patrol leader so that |
can put my patch back on and complete my life scout
requirement and help other members be good leaders

as well.

Khoi Nguyen




MY FIRST LEADERSHIP CAMP

I was feeling tremendously eager and nerv-
ous at the same time for my very first leadership
camp since I had never had any experience with an-
ything that had to do with being a leader before.
These mixed emotions bubbled up inside of me as I
helped pitch the tent and unpack. The truongs gave
us a short lecture, and I felt worried because what if
they were referring to me? Afterwards we had the
small campfire, and we did a trust activity. As we
sat in circles and discussed our fears, I felt slightly
surprised by other people’s fears because I could
relate to some of them. I also thought that this exer-
cise was a good one because it really helped me
open up and learn to trust more people. For the next
few minutes, we just talked until it started to rain. At
first it was light rain, so we ignored it, but after a
while as it got heavier, we ran into the tents, it was
an absolute anarchy with people running around
and screaming. I was feeling so somnolent, I fell

asleep right when my head dropped onto the
ground.

I awoke to the deafening sound of Katrina
and Justina shrieking that it was raining and it was
getting them wet. I realized that I, too, was dripping
with rainwater and a downpour was cascading
against our tent. I heard Angela tell me to push out
one edge of the tent, so I half- sleepwalked over to
the nearest corner and leaned onto it. Soon after,
Angela dragged me back down to my sleeping bag,
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and 1 fell asleep again. For some reason, no mat-
ter how many hours I sleep, I wake up early. For
example, the next morning, I woke up at 5: 30 and
since no one else in the tent was up, I just sat there
wondering if it rained at any other leadership
camps. When everyone else woke up, we changed,
brushed our teeth, and started to cook breakfast.
We made breakfast burritos, and it thought they
were fun to make, even if it was hard work. I
helped clean, and I was thoroughly surprised to
discover that the water was actually WARM. After
we ate, we set up the flag and had our usual flag

ceremony. Soon, everyone was practicing the Viet-
namese anthem, and we had to sing in front of eve-
ryone by ourselves. When it was my turn, I stood
up and nearly fell down. (not only because my legs
were numb)l sang so quietly nobody could hear
me because I absolutely CANNOT sing alone in
front of a crowd. I was so relieved when I was ex-
cused to go sit back down.

After that embarrassing moment, we
played a few quick rounds of battleship, and then
we went to the large space of grass where we
learned about what you should say, how you
should say it, and being assertive. I learned a lot
from that short lesson, and I was sure that it was a
thing that would be extremely important in life.
Afterward, we played People to People, and I re-
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member my face being jammed against the ground
as people desperately ran around grabbing partners
and Nancy seizing me around the stomach and pull-
ing me up. We made lunch, and then we planned
what we would do for the next day. We had a small
conference about disabilities, and we did this thing
where everyone would have a piece of paper and
they would pass it around so everyone could write
down one strength and one weakness about that
person. I wasn’t necessarily disappointed about my
weaknesses since they were mostly the same and |
was already trying to fix them. I was surprised
about the strengths, though, people said I was help-

ful, but I've always thought of myself as useless.

Later on, we made dinner while brainstorm-
ing some ideas for campfire. We settled on a skit
about television shows about rain. I thought it was
kind of boring, but I didn’t say anything since I did-
n’t have a better idea. After we ate dinner, we
cleaned everything, including the stoves. The stoves
had to be spotless and so immaculate that it could
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get past Truong Kathy’s examination. Apparently,
there cannot be ANY grease or oil left on it. After

we passed the test, we rehearsed our skit. I heard
Justina say, “Let it rain,” and an idea popped into
my head we made the parody of “Let it go” as we
went along, and here’s the lyrics to it:

Let it rain, let it rain

Here is precipitation

Let it rain, let it rain

Evaporation, condensation

Here’s the cloud, and here’s the rain

Let the rain pour down

And then the fly comes off of our tent

I thought it was pretty fun, so we decided to
change our skit into this song. We learned a new
song and dance to do at campfire, and we were
ready to go. I thought the skits and songs were crea-
tive, and I was so excited to perform our song. Fi-
nally, it was our turn and we stood up and walked
up to the fire. Nancy, Katrina, and Angela sang the
song while Justina and I danced to it. The song was
so fun to perform; I wanted to do it again. Later on,
after all the other spectacular performances, we
shared embarrassing stories, and went to bed. Of
course, I fell asleep almost instantly. The next morn-
ing, I woke up early and we changed, brushed our
teeth, and made cereal for breakfast. Everyone
packed up and pulled down the tents. We had flag
ceremony again, and finally, it was time to go home.
This was, by far, the best camp I have ever been to,
despite the heavy rain. The area was great, and al-
most everywhere you looked, there was nature. Not
only that, but at this camp I learned so many things
that will, no doubt, help me in life. This was an ex-
cellent leadership camp and it was also fun experi-
ence for me.

Ashley Chau
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Wy First Cawping

My first scout camping trip has been one of
the best experiences I have had all year! It has
made me come to realize that everyone is like one
big, happy family that understands the definition
and importance of teamwork. Cooking has been a
vague subject to me so far, but with the help of my
patrol I soon got the hang of it! Thanks, you guys!!!
I have been camping before but scout camping was
a lot different than I expected it to be. I learned to
work with others, rather than by myself like I tend to
do school, because I feel it would be more efficient.
Sapphire was a great leader and told everyone what
to do and how to do it without being excessively
bossy, which I know is hard to do. Scout camping
was s000000000 fun and I am waiting for the next
one!

Although I had already memorized my oath
and laws at home, Sapphire and Truong Christine
were so helpful in answering all of my questions
about them. Sapphire, Vickey, and Katrina were es-
pecially helpful by randomly asking me questions
about each one to keep me going. Truong Kathy al-
so took out time for other aspiring Tuyen Hua earn-
ers and I to question us and test us to ensure that we
knew our oath and laws. During the ceremony for
the Tuyen Hua, I felt like everyone supported the
kids that were also earning it. It was a very special
moment for all of us. I passed and although I man-
aged to keep a straight face on the outside, I failed
to keep from bouncing off the walls on the inside.
The truongs were so considerate to tell the others to
stand up if they were feeling tired and not to fall
asleep because they knew that that small ceremony
by the fire was an important step for all of the
Tuyen Hua kids.

When 1 first joined Lien Doan Chi Linh, 1
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felt like an outsider. I HATED IT!!! (My mom made
me join!!!!) I knew no one and I'm typically an EX-
TREMELY timid person. However, people started
coming up to me and asking my name and believe
me I was relieved because being a shy person and
all I could never do that... All the girls were so kind
in the beginning and now that I went to camp, I feel
like I have known them much longer than just a cou-
ple months. I have started to look forward to it eve-
ry week and have even recommended it to my
friends! So.... I found a new recruit (maybe)! She is
one of my best friends and she is planning to possi-
bly start going to scouts also!!

Having experiences like this camp is very
enlightening but also kind of scary. I didn’t know
what to expect and had absolutely no idea of what 1
was in for but now I know... I'm definitely going to
the next one! I know now that being a scout is help-
ing everyone no matter what, being a friend to eve-
ryone, and treating other Scouts as brothers and
sisters. This weekend has taught me to trust and rely
on my fellow scouts instead of doing everything like
I’'m used to. After all, two or three or seven minds
are better than one. This camp has used teamwork
in all of the activities to help us learn the value of a
team effort and the importance of friends.

In all, camp was a terrific experience and
want to go more! I have learned so much from the
laws and scout oath. My troop has taught, helped,
and supported me so much that I feel part of the
“family” now! I hope that they only enjoyed my
company as 1 did theirs. As part of the new patrol,
everything is new however, I am willingly to explore
new options and go out of my comfort zone. If this
camping trip has taught me anything, it is to perse-
vere and power through (P.T. sort of) no matter
what and if I do fall short, I have friends and other
people that will aid me.

Hillary Tran— Se Se
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Oi 1 Cém on tri,
hové dacal

0i! Béo manh I&n rdi !
Gid nay mé cén & ngodi
bién chdc... chét!

Cdam on céc céu,
16i qua néu khéng
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Trdi 16i, gié manh...
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Khéng céin déu | Chang téi
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H&t Tap 1
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